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E Vy—Res-Publica ;— " The Commonwealth." 

R P H t —Res-Publica Eomana;—" The Commonwealth of Home 

R Q—Romam Questura ;— " The Roman Exchequer." 

S CONST,— &ittaAi Comtantinopoli ;— " Struck at Constantinople." 

S L VG ( — ^^moto Lugduni ;-" Struck at Lyons." 

S M AQ,— ^Twrfa Jfowtfd Aquihienti ;— '« Struck at the Mint of Aquileia." 

TES,— Thmahnica ;— «' At Thessalonica." 

T CON, (ur T CONST,) -2W6w«« Comtantinopolitanus ;— " The Tribune [of the Treasury] at Constantinople/' 

TR,-2V«wrM ;— " At Treves." 

TR P S,—Treviri8 Pecunia Signaia ;— " Money Struck at Treves." 

VICTORIA AVGGG,— Victoria Trium Atywtorum;—" The Victory of the Three Emperors." 

VICTORIA DD NN A.YG,— Victoria Dominmm Nottrorum Augn&torum ;— "The Victory of our August Sove- 
reigns." 

VIRTVS ROMANORVM,— «* The Valour of the Romans." 

VRBS ROMA,—" The City of Rome." 

VOT, (or VOTIS,) and MVL (or MVLTIS,) with numerals annexed, refer to pro forma renewals of their own au- 
thority, which the emperors procured from time to time ; usually for five, ten, twenty, or thirty years. 



ANCIENT ENAMELLED COPPER VESSEL, 
FOUND IN THE COUNTY OF DOWN. 



The elegant little vessel represented in the accompanying lithograph was found in the town- 
land of Church-walls, parish of Bright, barony of Locale, County of Down, It was discovered, 
about 12 years ago, in ploughing up the ground. The spot seems to have been at some remote 
period a burying-place, as several ancient graves of peculiar construction were met with at about 
three or four feet from the surface. These graves appeared to have been formed by placing long 
narrow flag-stones, edgewise, along the sides and at the extremities ; and to have been covered at 
top by similar stones, somewhat in the manner of slating. The name by which the .place is known 
(Church-walls) indicates that it had been connected with some ancient ecclesiastical structure, which 
most probably adjoined the cemetery. It is singular, however, that no notice is taken by Reeves, 
or other writers on the local Ecclesiastical Antiquities, of the existence of any such building. This, 
together with the absence of all local tradition on the subject, and the unusual formation of the 
graves, seems to prove the high antiquity of its foundation. 

The vessel here represented measures five and a-half inches in height, and weighs about nine 
ounces. It is formed of copper, in two halves, soldered or cemented together longitudinally. It has 
evidently had a lid, as the hinge remains perfect : and two perforations on each side indicate that 
there must have been a handle and a spout nearly in the positions shown in the outline restoration. 




ENAMELLED AND GILT COPPER VESSEL. 
FOUND IN THE COUNTY-DOWN. 

SIZEOF THE ORIGINAL. 
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The remains of solder on the bottom render it probable that some kind of stand or base was attached 
to it, but of what form it is impossible to say. The elegance of design and beauty of workmanship 
in the ornamentation are very striking: the floral scroll surrounding the globular part of the vessel 
is especially remarkable for the elegant freedom of the style. A careful examination by practical 
persons has clearly determined that the entire of the ornamental work has been carved by hand. The 
surface has originally been overlaid with burnished gold, as in several spots small portions yet re- 
main, which are considerably thicker than ordinary gilding. But the peculiar beauty of this antique 
vessel is the enamelling, which was of three colours, tastefully arranged. Many portions of the 
enamel remain in astonishing preservation, and give a faint idea of the elegant effect produced by 
the entire design when perfect. The ground of the portion beneath the lid, and of the scroll work 
surrounding the lower part, is of a deep blue, above which the floriated pattern appeared in bright 
gold. The same blue ground is used at the centre of the vessel under gold net-work, which had a 
very elegant appearance. Enamel of a pale green colour formed two plain bands, which are seen 
(about one inch and two inches respectively) below the floriated mouth, and the same green colour 
appears as the ground of the figure representing a winged cherub. Ayelhw enamel seems to have 
formed the glory round the head of this figure, and likewise appears on some other spots. AH the 
portions of enamel which remain on the vessel retain their colours and hardness in a wonderful de- 
gree ; while the copper is corroded and decomposed in several places, and the gold has nearly dis- 
appeared. This interesting relic is now the property of the Rev. Charles Archbold, of Minerstown, 
Clough (Co. Down), who obligingly permitted the present drawing to be made. 

Various opinions having been offered as to the probable date and use of this vessel, we thought it 
advisable to forward a copy of the drawing to a gentleman peculiarly welTqualificoTto give informa- 
tion on the subject, Albert Way, Esq,, F.S.A., London. He has kindly replied to our inquiry; 
and his remarks, which we annex, show that this vessel is of considerable antiquity, and is one of 
a description rarely if ever found in Ireland. 

" The -beautiful enamelled vessel found near Belfast, unfortunately not in a perfect state, is one 
of a pair of amulce, pkialce, or cruets, used for the wine and water for consecration at the altar. It 
is of the work of Limoges, of the kind of enamel technically termed champ levS, from the copper 
being chiselled out, forming cavities in the field to receive the vitrified colour. Aphiala of the same 
period and beautiful workmanship, similar in form, and differing only slightly in size, is in the Ca- 
binet of Antiquities in the Imperial Library at Paris. This example is perfect, having its lid and 
spout. I gave a representation of it in the Archaeological Journal, (vol. II., p. 168,) in 1845. In 
place of a winged cherub within a round compartment on the lower part, as seen on the example 
found in Ireland, the phiala found in Paris has a demi-angel. The foliated ornament and general 
character of the work are the same, and the date of both is about A.D. 1200. Objects ' de opere 
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Lemovitico,' or wrought by the * Enamellers of Limoges/ were much esteemed for sacred purposes. 
The field was mostly of a very rich blue, (cobaltj and enamels were termed smalta, whence probably 
their actual name. I do not remember to have seen any other examples of Limoges enamel dis- 
covered in Ireland. 

"Albert Way." 

From a sketch of the more perfect vessel at Paris, which Mr. Way sent with the preceding note, 
we are enabled to give an outline restoration of the present one. 




